
Smoke rises from a derailed cargo train in East Palestine, Ohio. Photograph: Dustin Franz/AFP/Getty Images

Opinion Ohio train derailment

Here’s the real reason the EPA doesn’t want to
test for toxins in East Palestine
Stephen Lester

The agency is familiar with dioxins, having researched its
adverse effects, and if they test the soil in East Palestine for it,
they will find it
Thu 2 Mar 2023 09.00 EST

T he decision to release and burn five tanker cars of vinyl chloride
and other chemicals at the site of a 38-car derailment in East
Palestine, Ohio, just over three weeks ago unleashed a gigantic
cloud full of particulates that enveloped surrounding

neighborhoods and farms in Ohio and Pennsylvania.

It is well documented that burning chlorinated
chemicals like vinyl chloride will generate dioxins. “Dioxin” is the name
given to a group of persistent, very toxic chemicals that share similar
chemical structures. The most toxic form of dioxin is 2,3,7,8-
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin or TCDD. TCDD is more commonly recognized
as the toxic contaminant found in Agent Orange and at Love Canal, New York
and Times Beach, Missouri, both sites of two of the most tragic
environmental catastrophes in US history.

Dioxin is not deliberately manufactured. It is the unintended byproduct of
industrial processes that use or burn chlorine. It is also produced when
chemicals such as vinyl chloride are burned such as occurred in East
Palestine.

The organization I work for, the Center for Health, Environment & Justice,
has worked with communities affected by dioxins for over 40 years. We have
seen the impact of exposure to dioxins in communities from Love Canal and
Times Beach to Pensacola, Florida. And now, we are asking, why isn’t EPA
testing for dioxins in East Palestine, Ohio? Are dioxins present in the soil
downwind from the site of the accident?

At a townhall meeting in East Palestine last week, people talked about what
it was like when the black cloud reached their property. One person who
lived 15 miles away described burned ash material from the fire that settled
on her property. Another who lived 3 miles away described how the black
cloud completely smothered his property. Repeatedly people asked: was it
safe for my kids to play in the yard? Is it safe to grow a garden? What is going
to happen to my farm animals?

These are important questions that deserve to be answered. Today there are
no clear answers. Why? Because no one has done any testing for dioxins
anywhere in East Palestine. No one. And, it seems, that the EPA is
uninterested in testing for dioxins, behaving as though dioxin is no big deal.

This makes no sense. Testing for dioxin, a highly toxic substance, should
have been one of the first things to look for, especially in the air once the
decision was made to burn the vinyl chloride. There is no question that
dioxins were formed in the vinyl chloride fire. They would have formed on
the particulate matter – the black soot – in the cloud that was so clearly
visible at the time of the burn. Now, the question is how much is in the soil
where people live in and around East Palestine. Without testing, no one will
know and the people who live there will remain in the dark, uncertain about
their fate.

This is important because of the adverse health effects associated with
exposure to dioxins. Exposure to dioxins can cause cancer, reproductive
damage, developmental problems, type 2 diabetes, ischemic heart disease,
infertility in adults, impairment of the immune system and skin lesions.

The EPA is very familiar with dioxins. For more than 25 years, the agency
evaluated and assessed the risks posed by exposure to dioxins. They
published multiple draft reports on the health effects caused by exposure to
dioxins. They published an inventory of dioxin sources and devoted an
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I hope you appreciated this article. Before you move on, I was hoping you would
consider taking the step of supporting the Guardian’s journalism. 

From Elon Musk to Rupert Murdoch, a small number of billionaire owners have a
powerful hold on so much of the information that reaches the public about what’s
happening in the world. The Guardian is different. We have no billionaire owner or
shareholders to consider. Our journalism is produced to serve the public interest –
 not profit motives.

And we avoid the trap that befalls much US media – the tendency, born of a desire to
please all sides, to engage in false equivalence in the name of neutrality. While
fairness guides everything we do, we know there is a right and a wrong position in
the fight against racism and for reproductive justice. When we report on issues like
the climate crisis, we’re not afraid to name who is responsible. And as a global news
organization, we’re able to provide a fresh, outsider perspective on US politics – one
so often missing from the insular American media bubble. 

Around the world, readers can access the Guardian’s paywall-free journalism
because of our unique reader-supported model. That’s because of people like you.
Our readers keep us independent, beholden to no outside influence and accessible to
everyone – whether they can afford to pay for news, or not.

If you can, please consider supporting the Guardian today. Thank you.

Continue Remind me in April

enormous amount of time to studying dioxins. The agency knows this
chemical very well.

So why is EPA unwilling to test for dioxins in the soil? My guess is because
they know they will find it. And if they find it, they’ll have to address the
many questions people are asking. It will not be easy to interpret the results
of the testing for dioxins in soil, but to avoid testing is irresponsible. The
EPA’s mission is to protect human health and the environment. Clearly the
situation in East Palestine is the place where EPA should follow its mission
and do right by the people who live in this town. EPA must test the soil in
East Palestine for dioxins.

The people who live there need to know so they can make informed
decisions about their future.

Stephen Lester is a toxicologist and the science director of the Center for
Health, Environment & Justice, a project of the People’s Action Institute

Betsy Reed
Editor, Guardian US
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The negligence of the EPA in testing for dioxins is yet another example of our government's
refusal to regulate corporate behavior. We know that Republicans want to gut the EPA,
deregulate all free market behavior, and privatize all public programs from the US Postal
Service to healthcare. But never believe what someone says if their actions speak otherwise.
Democratic Party actions have looked far too much like Republican behavior for the last four
decades (remember that Biden and the Congress just recently crushed a railroad union).

If Democrats really cared about the impact of dioxins, they would have supported testing for it.
Unfortunately, Democrats are now as beholden to corporations as Republicans. We're on our
own, and I guarantee you that corporations don't care.

Report

2 Mar 2023 12.36 27

The public is simply a highly profitable but expendable chattel commodity for them, their
most lucrative golden animal from birth to death. Victims of this lack of 'oversight' will
most likely need healthcare for years to come, maybe even their offspring.

Can we start to name this abuse as an endangering and very specific mental illness yet?
Nothing else seems to be taking hold to bring them down to a humane level. We are all
here, every one of us, to each create our own salable (or not) product to help all of us, as
a species, to thrive better. We are *not* here to "be the product" for someone else.

Report

2 Mar 2023 15.32 19

It's not just the corporations that don't care.

Not many politicians care either, so long as those corporate campaign contributions keep
rolling in.

Report

2 Mar 2023 15.43 13

The problem is the lack of understanding that there are two interbreeding version of
Homo sapiens today: Homo sapiens collegium, and Homo sapiens raptor. Homo sapiens
raptor is what we misidentify as aberrations manifesting as sociopaths and psychopaths.
But they aren't aberrations, they are predators. Studies have shown that those we call
sociopaths and psychopaths have brains that are constructed differently from collegium
types. Those differences are consistent across the raptor types and do the same thing:
they allow raptors to identify and mimic emotional behaviors without actually feeling the
underlying emotions.

This enables them to be social predators. They lack the physical capacity to feel the
social emotions like shame, regret, empathy, compassion, love, and the like, the
emotions that allow us to interact peacefully and constructively. Their mental toolkit
allows them to accurately read emotional states in others and use mimicry to manipulate
others socially. That's the mental toolkit of a predator.

It is foolish to think that evolution has suddenly stopped with Homo sapiens. There have
been many versions of Homo that have been close enough to interbreed. I say that two
such exist today, one being the "missing" predator on humanity, filling an ecological
niche defined by the development of massive cities that enable the anonymity that
allows for social predation.

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.28 4

Yes, I agree, and what I'm trying to convey as well, altho not as theorized as you put it
but that makes as much sense as anything else especially when these broader events are
brought down to a 'lesser' level of say, street crimes, where individuals/small "gang"
groups are sought after, charged and jailed without any conflict for harming the public.
Your thoughts are based on evolution while mine are more reflective on forced male-
dominant religions that "coincidentally" favor and reward the wealthy as 'god-blessed'
while all other 'lowly sinners' are condemned to struggle to "earn" a thriving life. At the
hands of the wealthy predators, as you say, it all clicks into place, doesn't it??

These religions are equally major historical scams that have empowered the richest as
"most holy" as long as they can identify themselves as such, which predators are very apt
at doing. They set this pattern up eons ago (as soon as gems and weapons were
contrived) but it took the industrial revolution to really divide the masses into a few
billionaires vs the workers they forced to live in shacks and shanty towns until they
'earned' the way up. Making sure this never happens of course.

What an extraordinary, sad abuse of humans who are not programmed to live well unless
taken care of. If our governments fail to do this, if businesses are only interested in
enslavement for their personal gains, we are living on nothing more than a penal colony
planet of continued suffering of one kind or another. But I don't believe that. Humans are
innately programmed to be creative and when enough of us gather our forces for
freedom from these truly insane predators, we will be rid of them for more eons than
they've been alive. Either catch them early or catch them later, we'll figure out how to
curb their intentions in ways that are humane and not likewise to them deadly.

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.43 5

Not just established 'religions' but any belief system that harnesses masses of people
through insidious and overt means of persuasion aka propaganda. That threats, fear,
guilt, and sacrifice are necessary marks them all as inhumanely false. That "faith" is the
first requirement of all of these overriding, overwhelming dictates, followed by "hope"
that the hapless will be 'chosen' for better lives but until then the necessity for 'charity'
to forgive those that harm us (along with the psycho intent of 'feeling rich' giving away
your last penny) has set up massive (there's that word mass again) systems of coercing
now billions of people to stay bent and bowing before those having more than they
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could ever spend in a lifetime, living luxuriously while others starve. Money cannot ever
again equal power; it's just one of many means of exchange.

Report

2 Mar 2023 18.19 4

As much as we want to focus on dioxins, there are a myriad of other things that we also
need to be worried about. We also don't know how the cumulative, combined, and
catalytic effects of the mixture of chemicals will have on the human body.

Regulation is focused, and written, relating to toxicity of a single chemical on the human
body in a controlled environment. We don't know what the 'soup' will do to us or the
environment...

Report

3 Mar 2023 10.37 0

I almost bought this. It would explain a lot. But a quick google search shows nothing for
Homo sapiens collegium or Homo sapiens raptor.
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The EPA should more honestly be called the CPA: Corporate Protection Agency. In recent years
it seems the EPA is more dedicated to protecting corporate profits than the environment. No
testing for dioxins is being done because testing would create specific liabilities for the railroad
company, and we can't have that. It would hurt profits and send the wrong message to the
business community, namely that corporations would be accountable for their actions. This is a
symptom of a broader problem the capture of government agencies by corporate interests
resulting in and due to corporate corruption of the political processes.

Conservatives keep telling us that the government interferes with business too much and needs
to get off their backs. Never mind that Florida's conservative government just did a hostile
takeover of Disneyworld and several colleges for ideological reasons. They also tell us that
business leaders are responsible citizens who will do the right things without the government
nannies forcing them to. Too many regulations stifle business, they say, and are unnecessary
brakes on profitability.

Yet the business community keeps getting caught doing very bad and irresponsible things, not
to mention downright illegal ones. While their lobbyists push for fewer regulations, they
continue to commit environmental crimes. While their lobbyists push for a reduction in safety
regulations, they knowingly employ minors in dangerous jobs, fail to pay for proper
maintenance, reduce personnel and dangerously increase workloads.

The corporate community is responsible for the majority of the problems we face
environmentally and socially. Climate change? Deliberate misinformation perpetrated by fossil
fuel companies for decades, combined with cash for politicians to protect their profits. Wage
stagnation and decline? Every corporate leader united to fight a rise in the minimum wage and
never mind making it a living wage, again with oodles of corporate cash to politicians to protect
their profits.

Corporate leaders, far from being benevolent and responsible, are instead more like sociopathic
predators on society who use their wealth in socially destructive ways, misinforming, diverting
attentions, discrediting governments, corrupting the same, and supporting violence, both
official and unofficial, against those who protest their behaviors.

For too long we have respected the grasping of the few for ever-greater wealth like children
impressed with baubles. Somehow they've sold us on the idea that the greater their individual
wealth gets it marks a magnificent achievement for humanity as a whole. They have somehow
convinced us that they have every right in the world to hog all wealth to themselves, and to
restrain their grasping reduces freedom for everyone.

None of that is true.

There is no right to unlimited wealth accumulation. Limits must be placed on it, because
unlimited wealth accumulation has wreaked havoc on the planet and human societies. There is
no upside to it. It breeds corruption, waste, and misery for billions. There are a couple of
thousand billionaires on the planet today, and none of them seem to better humans than
anyone else. Indeed most seem childish, selfish, and irresponsible. They abuse their power for
petty reasons.

There is but one way to tame them and that is to cap individual wealth accumulation at some
reasonably high figure. High enough to reward innovation, "hard work", etc., but low enough to
allow for accountability and to prevent corruption of government, society and the environment.
Capitalism is off the rails. A wealth cap would introduce some control and responsibility to it.
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2 Mar 2023 9.28 43

If people got treatment for dioxin exposure, pretty soon everyone would want socialized
medicine all the time!
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2 Mar 2023 9.42 60

Decent healthcare for all it's citizens ? Where do you think you are , Cuba ?

Report

2 Mar 2023 15.54 2

Wonderful stuff!

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.06 8

Canada, Australia, UK, France, Japan and so many more.

Report

2 Mar 2023 22.45 4

A veritable role call of communist societies... :D

Report

3 Mar 2023 2.12 3

Those Canadians have always seemed like pinko subversives to me

Report

3 Mar 2023 6.13 3

Botswana, Rwanda, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Syria - but not those sh*ithole countries like The
Land of The Free (old, white, rich, male Sickness Care profiteers)

Report

3 Mar 2023 7.59 0

Please accept my sincere apoligies for being an old white male. I was born this way and
cannot help it.

Report

2 Mar 2023 10.19 38

The railroad is 100% responsible.
The government/EPA should take charge only because the railroad company did not act quickly
and thoroughly.
The federal government should charge the railroad for all expenses. If the railroad can’t pay,
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then the railroad is the government’s property. If the government runs the railroad responsibly
then future profits can be a partial substitute for future taxes.
This give private enterprise an incentive to act responsibly in the future or face financial ruin.
Risk has its rewards……AND also risk has its responsibilities.
Of course, gradually enterprises beyond the scope and scale of private individuals and groups
would become the collective responsibility of the populace. And they could decide how much
human risks they prefer to take in a democratic way.
As it is presently, democracy doesn’t function.
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2 Mar 2023 10.56 27

Trump finished off the job of rendering the EPA too toothless to corral industrial law-
breaking.

Report

2 Mar 2023 12.28 2

The democratic assumption of risk has its problems. Majorities may be as willing to
assume big risks that largely affect distant minorities just as much as corps do.

Report

2 Mar 2023 18.10 6

There is a gray area here. Norfolk Southern was allowed to put classified materials on a
'nonclassified' train due to relaxed regulation - this should have never happened.

Report

3 Mar 2023 2.16 0

Well, democracy and freedom are not the same thing, and in the US the freedom to
poison your neighbour has long overridden your neighbours freedom to not be poisoned,
as they can sue you if they survive long enough. That cloud of toxic gas, of course, can
go wherever the wind blows, even all around the world....the US cannot provide the
basic rights or wishes of its citizens, and lacks an honest media, so is barely a democracy
in any case....

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.58 25

This is like the book Fahrenheit 451. But instead of saying "remember when firemen used to put
out fires instead of starting them." You have to say..."Remember when the EPA used to look out
for the public's welfare, instead of letting the industry regulate itself?"

Gosh what went wrong through out the years.

Well, we had Chief Justice Gorsuch's mother who was known as Dioxin Dolly (Anne Gorsuch
(Burford)) who ran the EPA, she slashed budgets, and scaled back on fighting pollution and
made political decisions to slow super fund site toxic cleanups. She had hit-list for individuals
to fire, eased regulations regarding Dioxins.

When a house committee hearing requested documents regarding the non-cleanups of super
fund sites she refused leading to a contempt a congress charge....It did not go well, a whole
bunch of firings, resignations and a prison sentance...And her son's on the Supreme Court! I
guess it's true what they say, the apple doesn't fall far from the tree.

The fairness doctrine was a thorn in petro-chemical companies sides since day one. In fact they
lobbied against it. Especially the clause that dictated "news of national importance" must be
reported on, and the other clause that talks about local news, and that networks and their
affiliates must report on local news of importance. If you don't know about it, or know where
you got that exotic cancer...you can't sue!

The lawyer, Peter C. Wright (Dow chemicals Dioxin Lawyer) was nominated by President Trump
and confirmed by congress to be assistant administrator at the Environmental Protection
Agency overseeing the Superfund program.

What could possibly go wrong with that gaggle!

“It is not my contention that chemical insecticides must never be used. I do contend that we
have put poisonous and biologically potent chemicals indiscriminately into the hands of persons
largely or wholly ignorant of their potentials for harm. We have subjected enormous numbers
of people to contact with these poisons, without their consent and often without their
knowledge.” Rachel Carson-Silent Spring

Report

2 Mar 2023 11.09 25

Corporate capitalims depends as much on lies of ommission as the more blatant variety.

The railroad company and its investors as well as the negligent and corrupt regulators
responsible for this disgusting assault on citizens should be in gaol.

Report

2 Mar 2023 12.21 22

“We did receive a letter from Sen. Brown and Sen. Vance. Our toxicologists are taking a look.
Unfortunately, we don’t have any baseline information about the levels of dioxins which are
produced also by wildfires, by backyard grilling, by a host of other things..." - US EPA Region 5
administrator Debra Shore

Right, so they're telling us they can't test for certain compounds because they could have been
there because we've been cooking burgers out back.

Report

2 Mar 2023 18.00 4

Then test to see whether there are unsafe levels of dioxins in the area. If this is the case,
surely that couldn't have been caused by people grilling burgers. And check the history
of the area over the last 10 or 30 years or so for wildfires. It should be easy to find out if
significant wildfires have happened in the area over that time.

Report

2 Mar 2023 21.06 7

Backyard grilling does not create dioxins. Polynuclear aromatics maybe. Administrators
are generally not scientists with some notable exceptions. Stephen Johnson was the last
real scientist to lead USEPA and he was (to me, surprisingly) appointed by Bush the
Younger.

Report

3 Mar 2023 10.25 0

There was a tire factory and electrical devices factory in East Palestine though, and those
are industries known to produce dioxins. And they also existed well within the half-life of
dioxins in the soil (20�100 years) so there's probably dioxins around still just from that.
Honestly I think the Ohio EPA knows what they'll find, but they just don't want people to
know they have been living on a Superfund site for decades now.

I mean why isn't the state EPA doing testing? They have a prefect opportunity to show
how states are better run than the federal government and both the state and federal
EPA has jurisdiction to do testing. In fact, it's the Ohio EPA that is actually doing the
water testing right now, not the federal EPA.

Report
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2 Mar 2023 16.43 20

The USA is becoming more and more like a 3rd world country. Embarrassing - profit over health.
Guns over people! We know in surveys and studies it continues to fall down the list of countries
in measurements of quality of life and safety. What happened? Greed and selfishness is the
answer.

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.55 19

Thr Trump administration decimated the EPA and put polluters in charge of the agency. This is
the inevitable resuts of these actions. Everyone hired by the EPA under Trump should be.
immediately fired.

Report

2 Mar 2023 17.41 12

And Obama. And GW Bush.

The last meaningful environmental legislation was Sarbanes Oxley enacted during the
Clinton administration. Since then it has been a neoliberal attack on our environmental
defences...

Report

2 Mar 2023 18.52 10

Your assertion is somewhat undermined by the fact that this accident almost certainly
occurred because the previous administration removed safety regulations imposed by the
Obama administration.

Report

2 Mar 2023 19.41 5

Not sure why you are citing Sarbanes Oxley which essentially requires responsibility in
accounting - a public company's senior executives cannot hide behind "It's the
accountants' fault" when it all goes pear shaped. Exhibits A and B: Enron and Tyco. I can
see how requiring greater accountability from officers may have environmental merit but
it really was not the purpose of SOX.

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.21 2

Indeed SO is about accounting, including as accurately as possible ensuring the
accounting of environmental liability for a company's assets.

These 'reserves' have funded $billions in the assessment and remediation of
environmental issues for many US-based (and even non US-based) corporations since its
founding.

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.26 5

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/02/27/so-far-trumps-rollback-
regulations-cant-be-blamed-ohio-train-wreck/

We focus on the issue of brakes. Indeed they are substandard but much of the United
States' rail infrastructure is 19th Century and far below standards established in more
modern and developed nations.

The bigger issue was the NS train was not classified as 'high hazard'. Even one hazard-
containing car in 151 should have warranted such classification.

Report

3 Mar 2023 10.14 1

But that statement that you can't blame the accident on Trump's rollback of the
regulation is a bit of a misstatement. If such a regulation existed, then the tanker cars
that were carrying hazardous chemicals would likely have the improved brakes on them
since cars aren't permanently attached to any one train but moved around. So all tanker
cars carrying petrochemicals would have been equipped with those brakes, regardless of
whether or not the whole train was required to have them.

That's what people need to understand, rail stock is interchangeable, so any regulation
affecting one class of rolling stock would affect all rolling stock of that type so they can
be used interchangeably.

Report

2 Mar 2023 9.48 16

The other problem with testing for a dioxin plume in Palestine, Ohio is they might not find an
area that doesn't have dioxin contamination to define the need for cleaning and reparations. It's
the farm/rust/steel belt after all.

Report

3 Mar 2023 10.32 4

I'm about 35 miles away from E Palestine and what you're saying is probably true. But the
levels should be much higher in E Palestine compared to other communities.

Report

2 Mar 2023 12.08 15

No.

Everyone knows the dioxins are there.

Instead the question needs to be who will pay for the cleanup when the Republican controlled
House wants big spending cuts.

Report

2 Mar 2023 15.28 5

The dioxins were probably already there.

The city's leading industries were the manufacture of pottery and automobile
tires by the W. S. George Pottery Company and the Edwin C. McGraw Tire
Company. However, factories also existed that produced steel tanks, foundry
work, electrical refractories, food products, electric wiring devices, wooden
ventilators, fireproofing material, synthetic ice, and lumber.

Tire factory, electrical device factory... yeah probably dioxins still hanging around from
that considering it's only been about one half-life since those places closed down. Never
mind the asbestos, which is what that fireproofing material likely was.

Report

2 Mar 2023 18.08 8

In 2018 a warehouse filled with illegally stored chemicals in West Footscray in Melbourne
Australia caught fire and resulted in a massive plume of black smoke lasting 24 hours as
firefighters struggled to contain the blaze. The burning of the toxic soup created all
number of combustion by products - there were acute sicknesses within 1000s of
residents, and they are still dealing with the longer term effects of the exposure.

West Footscray paled in comparison to East Palestine. People have been exposed. They
will have health effects. If not now. Eventually.

Report
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2 Mar 2023 19.44 6

The question needs to be who will pay for the cleanup.
It should not be a question of who. Obviously (to me) the corporate scum that operate
the railway but then that would fly in the face of privatise the profit- socialise the losses
ethos of rampant capitalism.

Report

3 Mar 2023 5.25 4

What I'm saying is, these old industrial areas of the Northeast and Midwest are already
loaded with toxins from previous industries that no longer exist. I live in the Northeast
and every time they remediate an old mill to convert into condos, they have to do a
massive amount of clean up to even make the site livable under current laws and
regulations.

There's a reason why the Ohio EPA isn't testing anything either, and I guarantee you is
because it's of old toxins still present in the environment that they don't want people to
know about. It's not just the US EPA that has jurisdiction here, Ohio has their own EPA
which isn't doing anything either. So why is that?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohio_Environmental_Protection_Agency

https://epa.ohio.gov/monitor-pollution/pollution-issues/east-palestine

As you can see, they aren't even trying to test the soil, just testing water downstream
from the crash site.

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.00 14

Capitalism rules the globe and all its states. Human lives are grist for its mill. Until Capitalism is
replaced - not reformed, or modified, or managed - nothing will change. Sadly, the capitalists
can't yet see that their disregard for the planet and its human species means soon they will
have no markets for their goods since the humans that buy their products will all be dead, or
too poor to buy anything at all.

Report

2 Mar 2023 17.25 2

I agree, but what do you replace it with ?.

Report

2 Mar 2023 18.28 4

Loads of options outlined in this article on Post-capitalism, Wikipedia here:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-capitalism

Report

3 Mar 2023 1.37 0

More self-interest...

Report

2 Mar 2023 9.42 14

Why did they decide to burn the Vinyl Chloride? Was it genuinely the least worst option? Seems
a bit cavalier to me.

Report

2 Mar 2023 9.50 19

The alternative is having the agent explode as it is quite volatile. One then gets all of the
same dispersal of the agent accompanied by a good deal of physical damage and perhaps
even marked metal fragments acting as shrapnel along fairly significant distances and
endangering both those trying to address the spill or even potentially seeking of any
survivors not otherwise accounted for.

Report

2 Mar 2023 9.52 23

i'd guess pouring the mess on the ground and burning was easier than moving the junk to
truck tankers and hauling it away properly. Just think how long the roalroad line would
have been out of operation. If you take a stupid econ class, the capitalist is given a get
out of jail card and the polution and damage to everyone is called an externality. oooop
not my fault.

Report

2 Mar 2023 9.56 18

The Guv decided to burn it because that's quicker and leaves less evidence and prevents
the feds from getting involved. Then you blame the feds for everything that happens
after lol.

Report

2 Mar 2023 10.14 9

There was 11 cars with hazardous chemicals, 5 were released in a controlled burn because
they were on fire and had a chance of exploding if pressure wasn't released. They
couldn't just pump out cars on fire, and the only other option was the insane one, just
letting it cook off inside the tanker cars and explode and still burn but with projectile
debris for pleasure.

Report

2 Mar 2023 12.24 6

There were other options, but none that would let Norfolk Southern start running their
trains through the area as quickly as they'd have liked. So, we got to see a spectacular
cloud that we thought just might kill us in the end.

Report

2 Mar 2023 23.46 12

Unlimited liability for the train company.

But, of course t's already too late.

Billions are going to die. We have already screwed the planet in 10,000 different ways.

Nice work capitalism.

#GOPtraitors to the planet.

Report

3 Mar 2023 8.51
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community standards. Replies may
also be deleted. For more detail see our FAQs.

3 Mar 2023 9.47 0

Why a hashtag? You’re not on social media, you’re in a newspaper comments section.
Does chattering about the death of “billions” of people not call for a wee bit of focus?

Report

3 Mar 2023 12.07 0

Capitalism itself is not the culprit.
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Report

2 Mar 2023 21.15 11

They have spoken. 'No testing for you.'
The alternative doesn't bear thinking about.
Can you imagine the damage to the wealth of the shareholders of the company responsible?
Ah, but wait. Fortunately, the term 'limited liability' company shows its true worth. The
shareholders would be saved after all.
Relocating the hundreds of people now living in a sea of cancer inducing chemicals (which wont
breakdown in the lifetime of anyone) means that the US government, the taxpayers, will
eventually carry the can, as usual.
If it's not obvious by now, that the apex predators who have conned their way to the top of
society, are completely oblivious to the fate of the common man then enjoy what life you have
left.

Report

2 Mar 2023 9.48 10

DDT has clearly been shown to be a problem for humans and has been noted to severely
damage populations of many avian species with deformed eggs with thin shells and damaged
embryos inside them.
Beyond that there is the production of an oxirane chloroethylene oxide, which can have major
teratogenic effects in humans and other animals.
When a politician who has no reasonable understanding of the nature of a chemical spill is
listening to administrators who likely have no better understanding and when a variety of
politicians weigh in from other areas, few have any conception of the possible damage which
can occur. Oxirane epoxide rings are a potential agent of deformation and the Dioxans are only
one of many products which are produced by their action, in the case of a Dioxan, such as DDT,
the product is from Oxirane interaction with a glycol. However equally nasty products can be
formed from many other organic agents attacked by the very available epoxide ring's Oxygen
moiety of that molecule. Dithianes or other derivatives are no more safe or wonderful to be
encountered in the environment. 1,3-dioxolanes are potentially neurotoxic and can be markedly
problematic in their management, though I would suspect that generation of this agent or
members of the dioxolanes were rather less likely to be generated here, it is certainly possible.

A major problem is whether elimination of one agent means that many of the other agents
might not be present. The entire list of potentially dangerous compounds is so lengthy that it is
unreasonable to cite them all here!

I really am not sure how aggressive the EPA gets in testing, but highly reactive agents need
prevention first and foremost to prevent such accidents as this one. Railroad cars need to have
double or triple wall protection with anti-rupture technology applied to them for safety. A
broad testing of reactive agents capable of being produced by Oxirane epoxides needs to be
undertaken and to be clearly denoted within the relevant toxicological communities.
Hopefully a good part of this effort has been considered and even started. Maybe the author
here knows what has not been done. I, for one, do not have this knowledge.

Report

2 Mar 2023 10.26 10

The chemical that was burned was vinyl chloride, the precursor to PVC plastic. It has
nothing to do with DDT and there shouldn't be any except residue amounts present from
when DDT was banned in 1972 (not sure how long it would actually persist in the soil)
when it almost extincted the bald eagle.

Report

2 Mar 2023 14.17 14

Good points -- but there also was a BAD WHEEL which caused the derailment and all the
nasty results. When trumpety trump did all his 'deals' that gave billionaire owners the
carte blanche to do whatever would pull in even more profits for them, even though it
could kill off his voters (who did their job for him by beliving his propaganda lies) then
you know that 'democracy' is just as dead as the fish in the creek and the people in that
town. And it will go on and on and on because truthislies these days...

Report

2 Mar 2023 19.21 7

Absolutely correct. Much of the problem with the railroads is low staffing, poor
inspections and maintenance and much of that lands on the past administration and
Congress' poor ability to support adequate regulation. Much of the latter is due to
Republican Party concerns for regulation and 'Big Government'.
The Reagan doctrine of small government is not always nearly as good as many would
see it and a number now who see themselves as GOP oriented are suffering for their
desire to see Washington's powers lessened and business situations smoothed with
lowered regulation.
None of that excuses the Biden administration from adequately addressing risks which
have developed and have been placed in their lap. They may not be responsible for the
prior lapses, but they are responsible if they fail to address the current resulting mess
made from the past inattention.!

Report

3 Mar 2023 10.38 4

None of that excuses the Biden administration from adequately addressing risks
which have developed and have been placed in their lap. They may not be
responsible for the prior lapses, but they are responsible if they fail to address the
current resulting mess made from the past inattention.!

They might have an issue because the EPA was gutted in 2018 and Congress has to
replace the funding they took away then. On top of it, it's not like all those people they
lost then are coming back having had to find new jobs, nor can they be easily replaced so
quickly.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_policy_of_the_Donald_Trump_administration

On September 12, 2018, the Senate approved a so-called Minibus funding bill or
Omnibus spending bill, which reduced the EPA's budget from $8.2 billion annually
to $5.7 billion, a decrease of $2.5 billion or −31%. The bill was expected to
eliminate more than 50 programs and 3,200 jobs, discontinue funding for
international climate-change programs, cut funding for the Office of Research and
development in half, cut funding for the Superfund cleanup program and the
Office of Enforcement and Compliance, and prioritizes drinking water and
wastewater infrastructure projects.

We're going to be playing catch-up for years because of that even if the old level of
funding is restored, just from the loss of over 3200 jobs in the EPA.

Report

2 Mar 2023 10.00 8

There's a suspected glyphosate poisoning under investigation in a region of Canada, at the
suggestion of a neurologist.
Glyphosate is the herbicide used in conjunction with all GMO crops, but also gets used in other
applications.

Report

3 Mar 2023 8.08 8

Doing the right thing costs money. Doing nothing earns kickbacks from CEOs. Working class
Americans will be treated as expendable until they prove they're not. Why we aren't ALL
striking is beyond me. One week of nationwide strikes would shake corporate America to its
core. Personally, I believe this shithole country is a dumpster fire full of smug idiots and we're
getting what we asked for. No one cares, East P, but we're sending thoughts and prayers.
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Report

3 Mar 2023 2.19 8

"B-b-but regulations are SOCIALISM"....

Report

2 Mar 2023 13.36 8

If it can of any help :
“The Seveso disaster was an industrial accident that occurred around 12:37 pm on 10 July 1976, in
a small chemical manufacturing plant approximately 20 kilometres (12 mi) north of Milan in the
Lombardy region of Italy.
It resulted in the highest known exposure to 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin (TCDD) in
residential populations,[1] which gave rise to numerous scientific studies and standardized
industrial safety regulations, including the European Union's Seveso III Directive.

This accident was ranked eighth in a list of the worst man-made environmental disasters by Time
magazine in 2010.“

Depressing read.

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seveso_disaster

Report

3 Mar 2023 2.11 0

Let's say 10years ago a gigantic heap of used tires burned in our area. A gigantic black
smoke cloud was seen. The authorities were exceptional calm about it. :-) I think nobody
was fined... not a big deal?! Question to the Guardian "Uni": Is burning used tires
harmless?

Report

3 Mar 2023 2.24 2

“The process of pyrolysis breaks the tires down to their components _ petroleum, chlorine,
and cancer-causing suspects styrene and butadiene.

The chlorine content in tires leads to the creation of two extremely toxic chemicals _ dioxins
and furans.”

Report

2 Mar 2023 23.08 7

Trump's "Don't test and there won't be any cases" approach to Covid was nothing new, it's been
a very corporate approach for ages that controlling what gets tested controls what results you
get. How many times in the past have corporations "investigated themselves" or funded
"research" in response to a disaster they caused? But Trump was such a ridiculous character and
so public about this approach that the Democrats were happy to use this as a flaw in his
character to contrast against their own supposed moral superiority.

But now it's back to this, the train company performing their own "testing", stunts with drinking
glasses of water that echo Obama at Flint, and the government regulator failing to perform the
tests themselves. It has to be either political or corporate pressure making that decision,
surely? Strategic incompetence, leaving it for someone else to take care of? After all, disasters
are much more useful when they happen during your opponent's term in office.

Report

3 Mar 2023 2.24 7

Sadly, most people in East Palestine (*een) would probably consider (via their ‘information’
sources) that dioxins are natural and harmless and that testing is a UN world government
conspiracy aimed at taxing them. The Republicans emasculated the EPA and ironically, can’t rely
on science to make a political attack on the government. But yes, testing should take place, and
lawsuits should follow if warranted.

Report

3 Mar 2023 8.45 0

Exactly how did they emasculate the EPA? I can find no budget cuts. I can find no
legislation restricting their ability to protect the people of East Palestine. And the last
time I checked the EPA is not the kind of place that republicans work for. Also, the
administration is democrat so it was democrats that told us everything was safe and
there was nothing to worry about. So please clarify.

Report

3 Mar 2023 9.38
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community standards. Replies may
also be deleted. For more detail see our FAQs.

3 Mar 2023 9.54 1

And the last time I checked the EPA is not the kind of place that republicans work
for.

The EPA employs a little over 17,000 people. Those of you who imagine that all those
jobs are partisan and filled by culture warriors are really out of touch with the scope and
nature of the work.

https://www.eeoc.gov/federal-sector/environmental-protection-agency-epa-0

Around 24 million people in the US — 15% or so of the workforce — work for local, state,
or federal government. They don’t all change jobs for partisan reasons every time there’s
an election, and a great deal of the work isn’t directly political.

https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/votervital/public-service-and-the-federal-
government/

Report

3 Mar 2023 9.56 2

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_policy_of_the_Donald_Trump_administration

While campaigning for office Trump had proposed the idea of eliminating the
Environmental Protection Agency to help balance the United States' budget.
Trump said, "We're going to have little tidbits left but we're going to get most of
it out". Following his election, in March 2017, he announced plans to cut the EPA
2018 budget by 31%, by far the largest budget cut to any federal agency. The cut
would result in a loss of 19% of the workforce or roughly 3,200 employees,
through both staff buyouts and layoffs.

On September 12, 2018, the Senate approved a so-called Minibus funding bill or
Omnibus spending bill, which reduced the EPA's budget from $8.2 billion annually
to $5.7 billion, a decrease of $2.5 billion or −31%. The bill was expected to
eliminate more than 50 programs and 3,200 jobs, discontinue funding for
international climate-change programs, cut funding for the Office of Research and
development in half, cut funding for the Superfund cleanup program and the
Office of Enforcement and Compliance, and prioritizes drinking water and
wastewater infrastructure projects.

That's how the GOP emasculated the EPA.

Report

2 Mar 2023 21.28 7

I was going to post the comment “thank my lucky stars I don’t live in the U.S”, but then I
reached for more of todays medication and realised that my time in Woomera really wasn’t any
different, and now I’m paying for it…
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Report

3 Mar 2023 8.19 0

Please take me with you

Report

2 Mar 2023 21.30 6

As someone who lives in a superfund area that received no compensation or resolution to the
health problems in our neighborhood, I believe they don't want to test because they are
everywhere and nobody knows what to do to get rid of them. Nobody wants the contaminated
soil or water in their neighborhood and they don't have a real way to decontaminate. It would
just be moving it around.

Report

3 Mar 2023 12.05 0

Where do you live and why aren't they cleaning it up if it's on the SuperFund list? I'll bet
they started out all gung-ho on cleaning up these sites and then as time went on they
just lost interest and focused on something else, like they ALWAYS DO. They have the
attention spans of toddlers! ����

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.13 6

It's simple: incorporeal persons have more rights, protections, wealth, and power than
corporeal persons.

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.51 6

Ask the Indians of Bhopal, Madyha Pradesh what they think about US corporate governance and
accountability, perhaps the blueprint for an American homeland strategy decades later.

Report

3 Mar 2023 10.20 2

Yes, if it looks like the brown stuff will hit the fan expect a buyout and then the new
owners saying it's nothing to do with them that was the previous owners.

Report

2 Mar 2023 19.52 6

The scientists at EPA are actually pretty good, and no doubt their first focus was drinking water
and air. So far so good at least with the reports I have seen but obviously they have to keep
monitoring, because some of the expected contaminants will eventually find their way to the
water table and thence to the drinking water supply. If I were living in East Palestine I'd
probably drink the water for now and keep an eye on the monitoring. But I would avoid
vegetables and fruit from the area especially leafy crops like lettuce (it's March 2 so I doubt
that's an immediate problem) and meat and fish. Yes they have to do soil monitoring and Ohio
EPA should be doing that, testing for everything from vinyl chloride monomer to 2378TCDD.

Report

3 Mar 2023 8.54 1

“The scientists at EPA are actually pretty good”

What proof do you have of this?

Because most “good scientists” don’t become bureaucrats in the federal leviathan.

Report

3 Mar 2023 9.44 1

The EPA employs a little over 17,000 people. If you imagine they’re all intensely partisan
culture warriors who come and go by administration, you’re really uninformed about
government jobs and the people in them.

https://www.eeoc.gov/federal-sector/environmental-protection-agency-epa-0

Report

3 Mar 2023 10.17 0

They're taking field samples and testing them. The results then have to be evaluated. To
do this you need to be a scientist not a bureaucrat.

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.26 5

In the early 1980s I joined a branch of the Ecology Party which became the Greens. There were
about 12 of us in our branch which was in Bridgwater.
We were told about the Forestry Commission using 245T and the contamination possibly
affecting human reproduction. It is 40 years ago and my memory is partial but the information
was passed onto the Guardian who sent a reporter , whom I never met.
As i recall the Guardian did an article and we later heard the substance had been with drawn.

Report

2 Mar 2023 11.33 5

imo
Another example of how "of, by, and for the people" is nothing more than a fiction foisted off
on a society too lazy to force the gov't. to do its damn job.
imo

Report

2 Mar 2023 12.03 4

How exactly do us "lazy" people force the gov't. to do its damn job? Protesting just leads
to more laws.

Report

2 Mar 2023 12.09 24

Too "lazy"? It's more like too powerless. We the people simply don't have the agency to
change the manner in which we are governed. The political process is completely
corrupted by money. We can vote, & our votes count (at least notionally), but the system
runs on money not votes. And our options basically come down to a choice between
corporate Democrats & fascist Republicans, both of which are serving the interests of the
railroad companies & their investors. We can take to the streets to protest, but that
usually leads to police harassment, arrest & imprisonment, or job loss & career ruin.
Blame a deeply flawed political system that is only quasi-democratic at best. But please
don't blame the victims of this man-made environmental disaster.

Report

2 Mar 2023 12.22 1

Excuses are easy.
Action requires work.
Btw: the majority has a ton of money to "vote" with.

Report
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2 Mar 2023 12.26 3

If the founders had your attitude, we'd still be a British colony.

Report

2 Mar 2023 13.57 1

Protesting just leads to more laws.

Perhaps laws are required that determine how, where and when hazardous chemicals can
be transported and define punitive measures for those that don't follow them.

Report

2 Mar 2023 14.50 1

S'worth a shot, eh?

Report

2 Mar 2023 15.08 10

If we were still a British colony, we would almost definitely have national health care. A
majority of Americans would rather have that than a vote for the lesser of two evils every
couple years.

Report

3 Mar 2023 11.03 1

Action requires work.

All that lecturing from your high horse must be exhausting, my good fellow!

Report

2 Mar 2023 12.08 5

Maybe some of these 'authorities' are simply looking forward to local for-profit hospitals (and
big pharm buddies) staying extra busy for years to come thus stoking their investments in them.
The ongoing cycle of carelessly yet also intentionally harming humans (or purposely allowing
them to be harmed) at all levels of our lives by those whose overreaching ownership and/or
investments insure them an endless stream of profit is very real. Not just from primary events
but secondary and even extenuating lifetime need of profitmaking services is well-understood
(and severely protected) by those who are literally insanely driven to care more about their own
selfish luxuries than the lives of others, who are now viewed as their greatest and most easily
useful and lucrative commodity.

IOW people have even more ongoing profitability than any product, especially now being
forced to reproduce by law. Until this cycling of very real lunatic abuse is fully understood by
everyone, the "masses" will always be viewed simply and inhumanely as expendable chattel by
them - we are their golden prize animals from birth to death. More than "business", this toxic
belief is an absolute sickness that needs attending as much as any other endangering
criminally-labeled lawful regulation. That they've empowered themselves to legal protection
over the abuse of others for overwhelming profit is nothing more than a carefully constructed
but highly maniacal corruption of not just our governments and society, but over a whole
species - humanity. We are, each of us, here to freely create our own salable (or not) inanimate
products towards helping everyone to thrive better. We do not exist to 'be the product' for
someone else.

Report

3 Mar 2023 4.31 5

I barely even give a shit how they handle this mess now.

I already know that the affected people won't be treated right, and no rich/powerful people will
ever go to prison for it.

Report

3 Mar 2023 8.51 5

Oh the joy of electing Ronald Reagan and savoring the freedom of DeReageanUlation.

- OR -

Why aren't people happy with the consequences of their votes?

Report

3 Mar 2023 9.05 2

You realize that he left office in January of 1989 right? That there has been several
democratic presidencies and several democratic controlled legislatures in the last 34
years…….

Report

3 Mar 2023 11.28 5

Perhaps a wee tad disingenuous?
Clinton was a Neo-liberal who embraced the economics of Milton Friedman. So was
Obama. So the mechanics and bones of our economic system has not changed since
Reagan. In fact, no president since Reagan has had an economic advisor that hasn't
followed the school of Friedman.

Due to intense gerrymandering, no one party in the house and Senate has had a clear
majority to do anything. So since Reagan we have been living under "Presidential
Directives." Like Rome, where the houses abdicated all responsibility to the
President/Emporer

Obama did make a presidential directive to upgrade the breaking system in our countries
rail system. Trump rescinded that order. That breaking system, played a role in the
derailment.

Like de-funding the Security Services of embassies lead to Benghazi, I would assume
ignoring the breaking systems played a role in this set of circumstances as well.

Report

3 Mar 2023 11.39
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community standards. Replies may
also be deleted. For more detail see our FAQs.

2 Mar 2023 17.40 5

There could be a number of things going on here.

The scale of the East Palestine disaster is one that the EPA, or anyone, will be able to get their
heads around for some time. From what can be seen from afar, one month on, we are still in the
emergency response phase meaning making sure the acute impacts and immediate threats to
human health are dealt with. It will take years to assess the impact to soil, groundwater, surface
water and air fully to understand the long term risks, including what it means to let our kids
play outside again or eat veggies from the veggie garden.

Guaranteed dioxins will be everywhere. The sheer mass and concentration of VC would have to
mean that any number of dioxins were created, leaving a fallout trail for who knows how many
miles. The decision to burn the material is counter to standard used anywhere in the world, and
one viewed with incredulity.

EPA, sure, may be understaffed, but there will be enforcement coming. Should they be doing
something immediately to start to assess the scale of the problem? Yes. Most certainly they are
sending out precautionary notices to residents, and most certainly they are preparing to hold
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Norfolk Southern accountable. Again the unprecedented scale couple with needing to prepare
notices that are iron-tight in the face of NS's army of lawyers. It burns time and puts people at
risk. Environmental enforcement is a slow process. And it will take years, 100s of millions of
dollars, and thousands of consultants, for the scale of the disaster to be truly known, and the
risks and impacts to human health and the environment to be totally understood. Clean up
could last decades.

With reference to Love Canal, where modern environmental regulation really got its legs in the
US, the United States has gone considerably backwards in environmental laws and enforcement
during the Trump, Obama, and GW Bush presidencies. The push to reduce costs and rely on self
enforcement and compliance has relaxed the rules everywhere. The United States is among
many countries to suffer the environmental effects of neoliberalism.

Again we don't view the environment, and the people who benefit from it, with the respect
they deserve...

Report

3 Mar 2023 11.56 0

It is expedient that this be treated as a SuperFund Site as others have been in the past.
The chemicals seep into the ground water at the point of origin and travel both above
and below. It will most likely affect everyone's water, we just don't know how widespread
it will get. But ALL underground waterways are connected to each other, like a web.
When there is a tsunami in Japan, the water level rises in a pool at the base of a mountain
out west in Death Valley, USA! This is constantly monitored by US scientists. That is a
prime example proving the interconnectedness of our underground waterways
worldwide.
The trouble is, many toxic chemicals have no odor or taste whatsoever, so a person can't
rely on those things to know If toxins are present. Because wind blows and water flows,
both above AND below ground for water,
and particulates upon the strong air currents, these toxins will travel thousands upon
thousands of miles, even to the point of transversing the whole world!
It's also being downplayed in the United States. The news barely mentions it, yet it's
being called the "American Chernobyl" in other countries.

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.19 4

EPA has announced they’re going to test for dioxins.

Report

2 Mar 2023 11.44 4

While this disaster is tragic and the containments efforts, if you can call them that, are poor, I
think it pales in comparison to the Love Canal catastrophe which was used as a dump site for
waste and toxic chemicals for years and years. Hopefully the long term effects of this will not
be comparable. After two decades of remediation I believe the remaining houses at LC have
been renovated and sold to new home owners.
I suspect if one took a soil sample from any random garden close to any former or present
industrial sites all kinds of nasty toxic things would be uncovered. Probably the same for any
urban park or garden from a century of ICE exhaust. I hope the damage done from this event is
not too extensive and these people can move on with their lives.

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.51 4

Only in America where so many internal corporate, want for a better word, disasters do they get
away with the people suffering. They make laws for themselves to protect, cut corners and
escape responsibility. Yes it happens around the world but not on such a flagrant scale and they
are mostly prosecuted.
Time for the citizens to realise they ain't bothered about younonly their pockets

Report

2 Mar 2023 17.42 2

You should see the UK - regulators so tepid to put enforcement on polluters, they can
seemingly get away with anything...

Report

3 Mar 2023 11.06 2

Like raw sewage on the beaches.

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.46 4

The reason is the same as in 2001. The EPA didn't want to test for toxins when the Twin Towers
fell because it would have cost millions to clean up the area. Now they are refusing to test
again. If they found toxins the persons or agencies who decided to burn the chemicals, as well
as the railroad company, would be on the hook for millions in clean up costs and reparations.

Report

2 Mar 2023 19.51 3

Given the known disparity of environmental protection between rich and poor areas in the US, a
very serious question is - what were the base dioxin and other organochlorine levels before the
fire?

I can imagine the rail company, sued for the (I expect) contamination of soil and relocation costs
for families, arranging testing of a "similar area" to claim a proportional reduction in damages...

Report

2 Mar 2023 15.31 3

If you can't tell by this we live in a class state, there's no hope for you.

Report

2 Mar 2023 17.58 2

Sometimes the worst things have to happen before people finally see reality. In fact
taking human nature into account, it feels like it has to happen that way every time.

Report

3 Mar 2023 9.34 0

You must have some examples in mind, to say that disasters like this one lead to
beneficial changes. What are they?

Report

2 Mar 2023 15.33 3

EPA must test the soil in East Palestine for dioxins.

Would people trust the results? Perhaps it's time for a team of 'Scientists without Borders' to
lend a hand?

Report

2 Mar 2023 18.01 6

Presuming they would be sent to a laboratory that must maintain its accreditation, and
its reputational standing - yes I would say...

Report

3 Mar 2023 2.59 2
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Labs losing their accreditation due to fraud is not unheard of: D.C. Forensics Lab
'Deliberately Concealed Information,' Accreditation Board Says. And not just labs can go
wrong, see the historic tainted blood scandal, for instance.

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.13 2

Both the author and the EPA are correct.

Report

2 Mar 2023 16.35 2

Dioxins are combustion products. Burning trash, burning wood and burning vinyl chloride
will all create dioxins. Dioxins are almost certain to be found in East Palestine soil
samples. But it would take a very large study of more than 1000 soil samples to
determine Norfork Southern's contribution to the total. Dioxin testing capacity is very
limited and each test requires complex instruments and lots of technician time, and
cannot be scaled up as rapidly as COVID testing. Being angry is good, but are we willing
to wait for years for test results? Should the town be condemned and all the people
relocated like Chernobyl? And who will pay? Norfork Southern could declare bankruptcy
and escape with a slap on the wrist

Report

2 Mar 2023 17.34 7

As a resident here I do understand it would be hard to tell if the dioxin level in the soil is
from the derailment but according to the EPA “safe” levels in drinking water are
.00000003 mcl <- they should be able to tell me if my drinking water is safe seeing as it
comes from the Ohio river

Report

2 Mar 2023 21.17 2

Water testing for Dioxin differs only in the sample preparation steps. It is not much
cheaper than soil testing, and fewer labs offer it now. Dioxin collects in river sediments,
so different sections of the Ohio may have different Dioxin levels. Still a big project.

Report

3 Mar 2023 5.31 1

Your state EPA has been doing the testing for that already.

https://epa.ohio.gov/monitor-pollution/pollution-issues/east-palestine

Ohio River Sampling
Background
The Ohio River is the source of drinking water for many communities. Water
samples are continuing to be collected from 30 locations stretching from East
Liverpool, Ohio to Cincinnati, Ohio. The majority of these samples are collected by
what’s known as a surface grab. At East Liverpool, Wellsville, Toronto,
Steubenville, Bellaire, and Cincinnati the samples are being collected from the
municipal water intakes.

The latest
The most recent tests by the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission
(ORSANCO) indicate no butyl acrylate or vinyl chloride have been detected in the
Ohio River.

Report

2 Mar 2023 23.40 2

Anyone in the "Toxic Zone" of ,9/11 is eligible for compensation. Over 7,000 have died because
of dioxins after the EPA claimed the area was safe.

Report

2 Mar 2023 19.01 2

The people most affected are poor and mostly white and Republican. I wonder if an accident
like this had happened in sunny California under the constant glare of the media, would there
have been such a delay? Would Secretary of Transportation Buttigieg have taken three weeks to
get to the accident site? Three weeks, what else was he doing? Would the EPA have been
directed to test?
I can understand why people in this area, and others like them, think they are the forgotten
people. Because it looks like they are.

Report

2 Mar 2023 19.43 5

Lol a town of a few thousand, unlike half a million Blacks in New Orleans during Katrina,
who bush jr knew didn't vote for him.

Report

2 Mar 2023 19.44 7

Poor is the key. Similar inaction reports come out frequently from poor black areas, but
are quickly forgotten.

Visits to disaster locations by politicians are puffery, and actually disrupt the real work.
The real question is, what are the experts on the ground doing - or, in this case, not
doing- and why?

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.28 4

California might be sunny but most of it is about as 'rich' as East Palestine, Ohio. Our
state's EPA is likely to take a much more immediate and searching interest in this
accident than many others, its often cited as a reason why our state is not 'business
friendly' while such and such a (usually red) state is. (We do have chemical, oil and other
industries, BTW.)

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.34 4

Have you never heard of the Santa Susana Field Lab?

Known contamination and exposure to thousands of residents of the western San
Fernando Valley for years. The response was that slow, even in the face of people getting
sick and under the eye of regulators and the media. This in a largely affluent, democratic
area of Los Angeles.

The Lawrence Livermore plume would be similar for the Bay Area.

So I think before parroting the same bipartisan bullshit, maybe see the bigger issue is the
poor regulation of environmental problems, shrinking accountability, and the lack of
respect for communities impacted by environmental disaster. Anywhere at anytime to
anyone.

Lack of respect. Period. That is our problem.

Report

3 Mar 2023 8.35
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community standards. Replies may
also be deleted. For more detail see our FAQs.

3 Mar 2023 11.57 0

At least they weren't poisoned and suffocated.
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Report

2 Mar 2023 23.09 2

They seem more like the Paper Tiger that is Work, Health and Safety.

“Does anybody on the committee live near the accident site ?”

“No ? Well we’ve ticked the pitifully few boxes we now have to tick thanks to The Mango
Moron…next item on the agenda?….”

Report

3 Mar 2023 9.36 2

Just as long as they dont come looking to the feds for a bailout. They voted for all this
deregulation... they are just facing the consequences of their actions. Why should the feds ,
meaning all of us taxpayers, clean up their decision? Why should we be saddled with the cost of
their decisions? Just as they declare why does their tax payers to poverty programs for the
poor, why should I now care about these people on their time of need?

Maybe they need to look in the mirror and ask themselves some hard questions about their
local government and the people they vote for and how they allow profit above life in the USA

Report

3 Mar 2023 10.00 2

This doesnt have anything to do with any specific regulation that was relaxed. An axle
broke and some idiot decided to burn off the chemicals.

Report

3 Mar 2023 11.18 4

If you watch "air disasters" on Smithsonian Channel, it is rarely one thing that causes a
catastrophic crash, but a series of problems that all failed to perform at once....From
maintenance issues, failure of mechanics and hardware to pilots not knowing what the
exact problem is and trouble shooting...I would assume the same circumstances here
also took part in creating this crash.

To answer the question, name a regulation that was in place that contributed to this
crash. The breaking systems. Obama authorized and used a presidential order to update
all rail breaking systems. Trump rescinded this order. The crew tried to stop the train due
to overheated bearings, they applied the breaking system, which failed and the train
derailed.

Report

3 Mar 2023 11.40
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community standards. Replies may
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3 Mar 2023 5.16 1

#WHITENOISE

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.10 1

It would probably be relatively easy to determine if dioxin in soil is from the derailment. Firstly
we know where the soot rained down so you have control areas upwind of the accident site and
impacted areas downwind. Secondly careful sampling especially in undisturbed areas such as
rooftops, windows etc will delineate affected areas and help to make sense of soil data.

Report

3 Mar 2023 5.51 1

The town of East Palestine is upwind of the accident site, but downstream of it. If there
is dioxins in the soil in East Palestine, I guarantee you they came from the previous tire
factory and electrical device factory that no longer exist.

https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/47/images/EP_Groundwater.jpg

As you can see by the red star on the map, the derailment site is almost in Pennsylvania,
outside the actual town of East Palestine (denoted by the dashed line). You can see the
actual smoke plume on weather radar here (WKYC Ch 3 weather forecast):

https://youtu.be/-JM-ei63B�0?t=175

So as you can see, the smoke went into PA, not westward into town.

Report

3 Mar 2023 8.28
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community standards. Replies may
also be deleted. For more detail see our FAQs.

3 Mar 2023 12.00 0

YOU guarantee it??

Report

3 Mar 2023 0.37 1

Ground Zero WTC was full of toxins after 911 and corkers were assured by EPa it was safe to
clear. Superfund cleanup sites from the 1970's are still tainted. We have 50 years of playing
politics with the EPA in order to protect the big donors who buy our politicos.

Report

3 Mar 2023 8.49 0

“We”? It is the EPA that is playing politics. Not us.

Report

3 Mar 2023 12.09 0

I'll bet they started out all gung-ho on cleaning up these SuperFund sites and then as
time went on they just lost interest and focused on something else, like they ALWAYS
DO. They have the attention spans of toddlers! ����

Report

3 Mar 2023 2.10 1

"The decision to release and burn five tanker cars of vinyl chloride and other chemicals at the
site of a 38-car derailment in East Palestine, Ohio, "

Five tankers cars were burnt, why? I very much doubt that removing these cars was beyond the
abilities of a reasonably competent clean up crew. So who issued this order? He/she should be
brought forward to explain this decision.

Report

3 Mar 2023 6.02 1

Five tankers cars were burnt, why? I very much doubt that removing these cars
was beyond the abilities of a reasonably competent clean up crew. So who issued
this order? He/she should be brought forward to explain this decision.

They were on fire already and were going to explode. Who issued the order? Likely the
East Palestine fire chief:

https://www.theohiopressnetwork.com/news/ohio/east-palestine-fire-chief-silent-when-
environmental-protection-agency-claims-he-ordered-the-controlled-
burn/article_9303cca0-b232�11ed-8bef-9f01ecabcc04.html
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Report

3 Mar 2023 8.48 1

Isn’t this the same agency that told us everything safe and there was nothing to worry
about? Why should we believe them now?

Report

3 Mar 2023 9.49 0

The EPA doesn't make the call for fire, that would be the fire department. If you read the
article I linked...

According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) an “Incident
Commander (IC) is responsible for the overall management of the incident and
determines which Command or General Staff positions to staff in order to
maintain a manageable span of control and ensure appropriate attention to the
necessary incident management functions.”

East Palestine Fire Chief Keith Drabick did not comment on Monday evening on if
he was the incident commander, if he recommended the controlled burn, if he had
the legal authority to order the controlled burn, any details of the analysis that
led to the decision, or if any other options other than waiting for the carriages to
explode were considered.

Don't you think he'd be denying it if he wasn't the one to order a controlled burn? He
doesn't have to answer to any federal or state authorities, his only responsibility is to the
town that hired him. So if he's not denying it, then he probably ordered it but doesn't
want to admit he ordered it.

Report

2 Mar 2023 15.30 1

Dioxin is not deliberately manufactured. It is the unintended byproduct of industrial
processes

Quite a lot of other unintended byproducts of the chemical industry have been deliberately
marketed, though. Arguably, the industry could not operate in an economically viable way
without it.

Report

3 Mar 2023 12.16
Staff

0

Comments will be closing at half past the hour. Thanks for your contributions.

Report

3 Mar 2023 9.42 0

Well, this story didn't age all that well, did it?

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-requires-norfolk-southern-sample-dioxins-east-
palestine

Report

3 Mar 2023 11.08 5

EPA released that statement after this story came out. I would assume this story and the
comments played a role in that decision?

Journalism, doing what it is supposed to do.

Report

3 Mar 2023 9.46 0

Er, the EPA has ordered testing for dioxins, which means this is mere misinformation.

Report

3 Mar 2023 12.13 3

You appear to be remarkably unfamiliar with the nature and purpose of newspapers.
They’re not meant to be encyclopedias. There is new news daily, often hourly. The old
news doesn’t become “misinformation” by way of accurately depicting what was known
at the time of publication.

Report

2 Mar 2023 15.21 0

Hi Guardian,
Collect some soot and have it analyzed for dioxins.

Report

2 Mar 2023 17.35 2

Only the EPA can test for chlorinated dioxins and furans and they are refusing. I’ve been
contacting my elected officials every day about it. Please do the same

Report

2 Mar 2023 20.00 3

Don't know why you say that. Ohio EPA has plenty of labs under contract who can do the
specialized (high resolution GC/MS) testing required for dioxins.
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