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Fears of worsening egg shortage in New Zealand as fire kills
75,000 hens at farm
There are concerns the blaze at the Zeagold facility will exacerbate
a dearth of eggs caused by a ban on battery farming
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A fire at New Zealand’s largest egg producer has killed about 75,000 hens, sparking fears that a
national egg shortage could worsen.

The fire at a Zeagold farm broke out on Monday morning and had “taken better part of the day to
contain”, a spokesperson for the company said. Twelve workers who were on site were “unharmed
but very distressed”, the spokesperson said. Work was under way to assess how many hens had
died, but Zeagold estimated it to be about 75,000.

The fire may have ripple effects beyond the immediate demise of the hens, with concerns it may
worsen a national scarcity of eggs.

Zeagold’s spokesperson said it was still too early to say how much of an effect
the fire would have on the overall supply chain, saying: “There will be some impact obviously – it’s
not a great thing to happen in the middle of a shortage.”

New Zealand has been in the grip of an egg shortage since the start of the year, when it put an end to
battery farming. The ban had been in the works since 2012 and battery hen numbers had dropped
over time to make up just 10% of overall egg production – but their final outlawing at the start of
January has still been enough to jolt the egg supply chain, leaving supermarket shelves empty, shop
owners policing tray purchases and big-breakfast lovers bereft.
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I hope you appreciated this article. Before you move on, I was hoping you would consider taking
the step of supporting the Guardian’s journalism. 

From Elon Musk to Rupert Murdoch, a small number of billionaire owners have a powerful hold
on so much of the information that reaches the public about what’s happening in the world. The
Guardian is different. We have no billionaire owner or shareholders to consider. Our journalism is
produced to serve the public interest – not profit motives.

And we avoid the trap that befalls much US media – the tendency, born of a desire to please all
sides, to engage in false equivalence in the name of neutrality. While fairness guides everything
we do, we know there is a right and a wrong position in the fight against racism and for
reproductive justice. When we report on issues like the climate crisis, we’re not afraid to name
who is responsible. And as a global news organization, we’re able to provide a fresh, outsider
perspective on US politics – one so often missing from the insular American media bubble. 

Around the world, readers can access the Guardian’s paywall-free journalism because of our
unique reader-supported model. That’s because of people like you. Our readers keep us
independent, beholden to no outside influence and accessible to everyone – whether they can
afford to pay for news, or not.

If you can, please consider supporting the Guardian today. Thank you.

The shortage has reached the point of contention: one small-town supermarket banned a cruise
ship crew from further egg purchases after they cleared the shelves; newspapers have issued advice
columns on egg-free baking and tofu scrambles; and in January, the SPCA released an advisory
telling New Zealanders not to engage in kneejerk purchases of back yard poultry, after concerns that
a rise in amateur chicken ownership would result in the animals not being properly cared for.

Before the Zeagolds fire, farmers had estimated they needed to raise another 300,000 hens before
the shortage abated.

The Egg Producers Federation executive director, Michael Brooks, told Stuff on Monday: “Egg
supplies are tight, so this will not assist in any way.”

Betsy Reed
Editor, Guardian US
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