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Outrage over WHO advice on sexuality for

infants

Guide argues that ‘sexuality education starts from birth’

B y M ich ael M u rph y

13 May 2023 • 8:38pm

The WHO guidance says that children aged four and under should be taught about ‘enjoyment and pleasure

when touching one’s own body, early childhood masturbation’ CREDIT: WHO

Th e W o rld H ea lth  Org a n isa tio n  (W H O) is u n der pre ssu re

to  w ith dra w  g u ida n c e fo r sc h o ols re c o m m en din g  th a t

to ddlers “ a sk  q u e stio n s a b o u t sex u a lity ”  a n d “ ex plo re

g en der iden titie s”.

Th e g u ida n c e sa ys th a t “sex u a lity  e du c a tio n  sta rts fro m

birth ”  a n d is de sc rib e d a s a  “ fra m ew o rk  fo r p olic y  m a k ers,

e du c a tio n a l a n d h ea lth  a u th o ritie s a n d sp e c ia lists”.

I ts a dv ic e o n  h ow  to  “ ta lk  a b o u t sex u a l m a tters”  w ith

yo u n g  c h ildren  w a s a im e d a t p olic ym a k ers a c ro ss Eu ro p e,

a n d w a s tra n sla te d in to  sev era l Eu ro p ea n  la n g u a g e s a n d

pro m o te d a t n a tio n a l a n d in tern a tio n a l ev en ts,  a c c o rdin g

to  th e W H O.

Th e do c u m en t w a s a lso  c o n su lte d by W elsh  m in isters

w h o  la st yea r rolle d o u t a  m a n da to ry sex u a l e du c a tio n

sylla bu s to  sc h o ols in  W a le s,  a n d h a s le d to  a  ba c k la sh

fro m  th e G ov ern m en t,  M Ps a n d a c tiv ists.

Th e a dv ic e pro p o se s th a t fo u r-to -six  yea r olds sh o u ld b e

ta u g h t to  “ ta lk  a b o u t sex u a l m a tters”  a n d “ c o n solida te

th eir g en der iden tity ”.
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The guide recommends that children under the age of four should be told they

have ‘the right to ask questions about sexuality’ and ‘the right to explore gender

identities’ CREDIT: WHO

I t re c o m m en ds th a t c h ildren  u n der th e a g e o f  fo u r sh o u ld

b e told th ey h a v e “ th e rig h t to  a sk  q u e stio n s a b o u t

sex u a lity ”  a n d “ th e rig h t to  ex plo re g en der iden titie s”.

Th e W H O g u ida n c e a lso  sa ys th a t c h ildren  a g e d fo u r a n d

u n der sh o u ld b e ta u g h t a b o u t “ en jo ym en t a n d plea su re

w h en  to u c h in g  o n e’s ow n  b o dy,  ea rly  c h ildh o o d

m a stu rba tio n ”.

Th e se to pic s a re de sc rib e d a s th e “ m in im a l sta n da rds th a t

n e e d to  b e c ov ere d by sex u a lity  e du c a tio n ”.

A  g ov ern m en t sp ok e sp erso n  sa id: “ Th e U K G ov ern m en t

do e s n o t re c o g n ise th is W H O g u ida n c e a n d w e do n ’t

a g re e w ith  its re c o m m en da tio n s. W e h a v e n o t distribu te d

o r pro m o te d it to  sc h o ols.

“ W e o � er o u r ow n  g u ida n c e to  h elp sc h o ols to  tea c h

c h ildren  a n d yo u n g  p e o ple a b o u t rela tio n sh ips a n d

h ea lth .”

H ow ev er,  th e W H O g u ida n c e,  � rst pu blish e d in  2010,  w a s

c ite d in  a  2017 rep o rt c o m m issio n e d by W elsh  m in isters

en title d “ I n fo rm in g  th e Fu tu re o f  th e Sex a n d

Rela tio n sh ips Cu rric u lu m  in  W a le s”.

Legally enforceable in Wales

Th e rep o rt w a s c o m m issio n e d to  “ in fo rm  th e

dev elo pm en t o f  th e fu tu re Sex a n d Rela tio n sh ips (SRE)

c u rric u lu m”,  w h ic h  b e c a m e leg a lly  en fo rc ea ble in  W elsh

sc h o ols la st yea r,  a lth o u g h  it did n o t a do pt a ll o f  th e
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re c o m m en da tio n s in  th e rep o rt c o n du c te d by C a rdi�

U n iv ersity.

La u ra  A n n e Jo n e s M S,  sh a dow  m in ister fo r e du c a tio n  in

W a le s,  sa id th e W H O “ n e e ds to  re sc in d th e a dv ic e

im m e dia tely ”.

M s Jo n e s a lso  c a lle d fo r th e W elsh  g ov ern m en t to

“ dista n c e th em selv e s”  fro m  th e “ fra n k ly  distu rbin g ”

W H O g u ida n c e.

Sh e a dde d: “ W e m u st sto p th is pu sh in g  o f  h a rm fu l g en der

ide olo g y in to  sex e du c a tio n  in  W a le s a n d th e U K,  w ith

im m e dia te e� e c t. Th e W H O n e e ds to  re sc in d th e a dv ic e

im m e dia tely.”

A  W elsh  g ov ern m en t sp ok e sp erso n  sa id it did n o t

“ en do rse”  th e W H O g u ida n c e,  a ddin g : “ W h a t is ta u g h t in

sc h o ols is se t o u t c lea rly  in  th e RSE Co de. Th e c o de g iv e s

v ery c lea r dire c tio n  to  sc h o ols so  th a t c h ildren  o n ly  lea rn

a b o u t th in g s th a t a re a ppro pria te fo r th eir a g e a n d

dev elo pm en t.

“A t a  yo u n g er a g e c h ildren  w ill b e ta u g h t a b o u t trea tin g

ea c h  o th er w ith  k in dn e ss a n d em pa th y.”

‘Premature sexualisation’

H ow ev er,  th e la w s h a v e b e en  c o n dem n e d by M Ps,

pa ren ts’ o rg a n isa tio n s a n d a c tiv ist g ro u ps c o n c ern e d

a b o u t th e prem a tu re sex u a lisa tio n  o f  c h ildren  in  W elsh

sc h o ols.

Ta n ya  C a rter,  a  sp ok e sw o m a n  fo r Sa fe Sc h o ols A llia n c e,

w h o  c a m pa ig n  fo r c h ild sa fe ty,  h a s dem a n de d a n  “ u rg en t

en q u iry ”  in to  w h e th er th ere is a  lin k  b e tw e en  “ RSE

c u rric u lu m  in  th is c o u n try ”  a n d sex u a l e du c a tio n

g u ida n c e issu e d by U N  o rg a n isa tio n s su c h  a s th e W H O

a n d U N ESC O.

“A n  u rg en t in q u iry  is n e e de d in to  h ow  th is ide olo g y…  h a s

c o m e to  in � u en c e so  m u c h  pu blic  th in k in g ,”  M s C a rter

a dde d.

A  W H O sp ok e sm a n  told Th e Teleg ra ph  th e o rg a n isa tio n

it sta n ds by its g u ida n c e a n d it rem a in s a c c e ssible.

Th e sp ok e sm a n  a dde d: “ Ou r g u idelin e s re� e c t

e sta blish e d psyc h olo g ic a l fa c ts a b o u t c h ildren ’s

u n dersta n din g  o f  th eir b o die s a n d psyc h o so c ia l

dev elo pm en t ba se d o n  de c a de s o f  re sea rc h .”

Th e do c u m en t a sserts th a t c h ildren  em ba rk  o n  sex u a l

e du c a tio n  fro m  birth .

I t rea ds: “ Fro m  birth ,  ba bie s lea rn  th e v a lu e a n d plea su re

o f b o dily  c o n ta c t,  w a rm th  a n d in tim a c y. So o n  a fter th a t,

th ey lea rn  w h a t is ‘c lea n ’ a n d w h a t is ‘dirty ’.”

I t th en  g o e s o n  to  c o n c lu de: “ I n  o th er w o rds,  th ey a re

en g a g in g  in  sex u a lity  e du c a tio n .”

‘The WHO should k now  better’

A  sp ok e sw o m a n  fro m  Sa fe Sc h o ols A llia n c e U K sa id th is

a ppro a c h  “ re -c o n c eptu a lise s c h ildren ’s en tire existen c e,
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a n d a ll th eir rela tio n sh ips,  a s so m eh ow  c o n n e c te d to  th eir

sex u a lity  a n d sex u a l b eh a v io u rs”.

Joh n  H a ye s,  M P,  sa id: “ Th e W H O sh o u ld k n ow  b e tter

th a n  to  to y w ith  th e sen sitiv itie s o f  c h ildren  a n d th e

c o n c ern s o f  pa ren ts in  th is w a y.

“ Ch ildh o o d is a  tim e o f  in n o c en c e;  fo r im a g in in g ,  fa iry

ta le s,  a n d pla y a n d jo y. A  lo t o f  th e se p e o ple h a v e a  v ery

w a rp e d u n dersta n din g  o f  th e c h a ra c ter o f  c h ildh o o d a n d

it ’s a c tu a lly  m u c h  sim pler th a n  th ey c la im  in  th eir

g u ida n c e.”

Th e W H O do c u m en t pre sen ts th re e m o dels o f  sex u a l

e du c a tio n  – “ Typ e s”  o n e,  tw o  a n d th re e – w h ic h  ra n g e

fro m  a n  “ a bstin en c e -o n ly ”  a ppro a c h  to  en c o u ra g in g

c h ildren  to  pu rsu e “sex u a l g row th  a n d dev elo pm en t”.

I t a dv o c a te s th e m o st lib era l a ppro a c h ,  w h ic h  it refers to

a s “ Typ e 3”  o r “ h olistic  sex u a lity  e du c a tio n ,"  a s a  so u rc e

o f “ u n bia se d”  a n d “sc ien ti� c a lly  c o rre c t”  in fo rm a tio n  o n

“ a ll a sp e c ts o f  sex u a lity ”.

H ow ev er,  it depic ts th e m o st c o n serv a tiv e m o del,  w h ic h

it refers to  a s a n  “ a bstin en c e -o n ly ”  a ppro a c h ,  a s h a v in g

b e en  prov en  to  h a v e “ n o  p o sitiv e e� e c ts o n  sex u a l

b eh a v io u r ”  o r th e “ risk  o f  te en a g e preg n a n c y ”.

Th e Teleg raph  v alu es y ou r com m en ts bu t k in dly  requ ests all posts are

on  topic ,  con stru ctiv e an d respectfu l.  P lease rev iew  ou r com m en tin g

policy.
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