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Venezuela’s Violent Deaths Fall to 22-Year Low on Migration

Rate is the lowest since 2001, violence observatory says

Suicide rate rises amid continued humanitarian crisis

By Andreina Itriago Acosta
December 28, 2023 at 11:43 AM EST

Venezuela’s rate of violent deaths dropped to its lowest level in more than two decades
following years of massive migration as both criminals and victims fled the nation’s
economic crisis.

The Venezuelan Violence Observatory registered 26.8 violent deaths per 100,000
inhabitants this year from a rate of 35.3 for every 100,000 habitants in 2022, Roberto
Briceño León, director of the Observatory, said in a webcast Thursday. That’s its lowest
since 2001 and is one-third of what it was in 2016, he added.

Young people, who have traditionally been the main victims of violence, have fled, while
criminals and gangs have emigrated due to the lack of opportunities to commit crimes,
according to Briceño León.

While violent deaths in the world have increased due to wars, in most Latin American
countries the trend has been a reduction in homicide rates, he said. Venezuela’s 2023 rate
still remains high, and in the region is only surpassed by Ecuador and Honduras.

Venezuelans stop at a Colombian migration checkpoint while crossing the Simon Bolivar International Bridge
near the Venezuelan border in Cúcuta, Colombia, on Wednesday, March 27, 2019.  Photographer: Federico
Rios/Bloomberg
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Venezuelans’ perception of security is higher

The suicide rate rose to 8.2 per 100,000 inhabitants, compared to 6.5 last
year, amid Venezuela’s years-long economic and humanitarian crisis

Follow all new stories by Andreina Itriago Acosta

 Get Alerts

https://www.bloomberg.com/
https://www.bloomberg.com/
https://www.bloomberg.com/live
https://www.bloomberg.com/markets/stocks
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion
https://www.bloomberg.com/audio
https://www.bloomberg.com/originals
https://subscribe.businessweek.com/pubs/BW/BWK/BWK_50_for_149.jsp?cds_page_id=266946&cds_mag_code=BWK&id=1703792422805&lsid=33621340228031432&vid=1&source=bbwhomepage
https://www.bloomberg.com/live-events
https://www.bloomberg.com/account/newsletters
https://www.bloomberg.com/markets
https://www.bloomberg.com/economics
https://www.bloomberg.com/technology
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics
https://www.bloomberg.com/green
https://www.bloomberg.com/crypto
https://www.bloomberg.com/ai
https://www.bloomberg.com/tos
https://www.bloomberg.com/trademarks
https://www.bloomberg.com/privacy
https://www.bloomberg.com/careers/?utm_source=dotcom&utm_medium=footer
https://nytech.org/made
https://www.bloombergmedia.com/contact
https://www.bloomberg.com/privacy#advertisements
https://www.bloomberg.com/help

