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Why Gen Z is learning to love Big Brother

By Daniel McCarthy June 5,2023 7:07pm  Updated

A study found that 29% of Americans aged 18 to 29 are in favor of the government installing security cameras in every household.

Christopher Sadowski

Have schools stopped teaching “Nineteen Eighty-Four” — or are they now teaching it as a playbook for
MORE ON: America to follow?
SURVEILLANCE

Either way, nearly a third of Generation Z loves Big Brother.
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Among Americans 45 and older, support for such totalitarian surveillance rises no higher than 6%.

Yet the youngest adults are not the only ones with a disproportionate desire to live under the state’s all-
seeing eye.

There are political disparities, too, with 19% of liberals and 18% of centrists agreeing that our daily lives ought to be captured on camera for our own
safety.
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The poll found that 19% of liberals and 18% of centrists approve of the suggested surveillance.
Robert Miller

Only about half as many respondents (9% to 11%) who identify as conservative, very conservative or very liberal say the same thing.

Privacy and civil liberties seem like a “horseshoe” issue that unites the ends of the political spectrum.

It's the middle that has the ethic of old East German secret police — or the KGB.

Maybe that’s not surprising considering the way respectable liberal institutions now run themselves.

From Ivy League campuses to the publishing industry and the digital domains of Facebook, there is an Orwellian

sense of perpetual emergency, an irrational fear that misinformation and hate speech will overwhelm society unless SEEALSO
every utterance is subject to a censor’s scrutiny.

Even Orwell didn’t imagine Newspeak would require new pronouns.

Also unsurprising is that where there are age and partisan divides, there are racial and ethnic ones as well.

Thirty-three percent of black Americans would welcome in-home government surveillance, as would 25% of Hispanics.

Woke rewrites of ‘Charlie

Among whites and Asians the figures are 9% and 11% respectively.
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Factory,’ Bond, other
This makes all too much sense. When liberals demonize and defund police, blacks are most likely to be the victims of classics: foolish AND
resurgent crime. sinister

Surveillance may seem like a solution, as a replacement for absent beat cops.

But is a policy like stop-and-frisk worse than creating such a sense of vulnerability in a community that a third of its members would accept spycams in
every home?

Libertarians like those at the Cato Institute may be reluctant to think such thoughts.

They've long chosen to overlook the risks to American liberties unlimited immigration poses.
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According to the poll results, 33% of African Americans would welcome the proposed government surveillance in homes.

Christopher Sadowski
But if a quarter of Hispanics accept totalistic surveillance, does a porous border with Mexico really advance freedom in our country?
Race and national origin are not destiny where political views are concerned, of course.

But if conservatives and libertarians believe in American exceptionalism, making America resemble the rest of the world through immigration presents an
obvious hazard.

American commitments to the sanctity of property, privacy and the right to keep and bear arms are not traditions familiar to other parts of the world.

If we want to remain exceptional in these regards — which are typically of the utmost concern to libertarians — we must limit immigration to a rate that
allows for assimilation.

Earlier waves of immigrants were susceptible to the violent anarchist enthusiasms of early-20th-century Europe. An
SEEALSO immigration pause put an end to that.

Today the bigger concern isn’t that another Leon Czolgosz or Sacco and Vanzetti are crossing the Rio Grande but that
our liberal educational institutions encourage alienation from, rather than enculturation into, our nation’s exceptional
freedoms.

Cato undertook its survey of American attitudes toward surveillance in the home as part of a study of opinions about
the prospect of a “central bank digital currency.”

US digital currencyis . i X . . .
‘inevitable,’ Bank of The intersection of technology and banking may seem far removed from the question of putting our lives on camera,

Americasays but Cato vice president and director of polling Emily Ekins had a hunch that proved correct.

She found a strong correlation: “more than half (53 percent) of those who support the United States adopting a CBDC
are also supportive of government surveillance cameras in homes, while only 2 percent of those who oppose a CBDC
feel the same.”

52 What do you think? Post acomment.

A digital currency would potentially allow the federal government and Federal Reserve to track every dollar Americans spend or receive.
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It would facilitate social and socialist experiments like the creation of a universal basic income and enable authorities to delete money from anyone’s
account.

If we shudder at the thought of Big Brother’s eyes in our homes, we should also be alert to his hands in our pockets.

Daniel McCarthy is the editor of Modern Age: A Conservative Review.
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Jack Tors

1 day ago

I'm not surprised at all. This is the first generation that doesn’t see the role of the university to challenge
them and be challenged, but rather to protect them from ideas they find offensive.

Reply - o564 « Share

JNC
12 hours ago
Coddled, entitled, sheltered and oblivious to reality.

Reply = 513 = Share

Redpilled Fren

1 day ago

How many crimes are caught on camera? It isn't a deterrent and doesn't help keep the criminals off the
streets without someone prosecuting and locking them away.

No thanks, keep out of my home and off my land.
Reply = o34 = Share

Conor Waters

1 day ago

This study didn’t take into account education levels. I would think the more educated you are the less
likely you would want in-home surveillance and a digital currency.

Reply = o“24 - Share
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Edgar

13 hours ago

Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in the
bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same, or one day we will
spend our sunset years telling our children and our children’s children what it was once ...See more

Reply = o915 « Share

James Pierce

1 day ago

They can have whatever they want in their homes. No cameras of any sort are in my home and that is not
going to change.

Reply = o525 « Share

Silent Type
23 hours ago

Stop with the generational divide and conquer.
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If one generation goes astray, it's partially because the ones previous weren't good enough stewards of
society.

Every generation currently living should reflect on the part they've played in all this madness, from

Zoomer to Boomer
Reply = 57 - Share

FJB

12 hours ago

You're right. This dystopia, and it will worsen, has more to do with liberal/progressive policies through
the decades than anything else.

Reply = 52 - Share

Based IAm

1 day ago

Next they'll want a device in their homes that will dispense a daily dose of thorazine. THX 1138 meets
1984, dystopian nightmare on the way.

Reply = 929 « Share

OhG

11 hours ago

I'm pretty sure that most Americans are getting a daily dose of something.

...aleohol, pot, Dr. Rx meds for anxiety, depression, ADHD, pain, synthetic hormones, illegal street drugs
..say what we will, but ALL of these affect mood and behavior.

I swear to gods nearly everyone I know is "taking" somet...
See more (Edited)
Reply = 51 - Share

Dee Betting

21 hours ago

A totalitarian fantasy finally within reach. Acceptance to being watched 24/7 is beyond a tyrant's wildest
dreams!

Excellent video, "The Lives of Others' shows what being watched was like in East Germany. Gen Z and

millennials haven't a clue.
Reply = 520 « Share

ata777

12 hours ago

By far, the most depressing reality that applies to far too many young Americans can be summed up in a
single phrase: They don't know what they don't know.

And when you add unprecedented levels of narcissism and nihilism to the mix, it explains why millions of
these kids would readily embrace totali...

See more
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Rick Bachelor
22 hours ago
"He who gives up Liberty for security deserves neither Liberty nor security.

"

B. Franklin
Reply = @929 =« Share

L.A., Native NY'er

21 hours ago

No to "1984"-style "telescreens" in our homes. Very frightening. If you let them, yes, they actually
probably would do it.

Reply = @58 - Share

Just "M"

13 hours ago

You should take a look at what "wifi routers" are capable of... Including "mapping" and "density" of
objects, inside your home...

Telescreens are the least to worry about...
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Disgustedin Wisconsin

1 day ago

Gov't puts a camera in my house, I tear it out.
Reply = g5 11 = Share
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Just "M"
13 hours ago
Camera's have YET to STOP a crime...

Sometimes... Not as often as the media will lead you to believe... They do help "catch" criminals...
After the damage, the fear, the devastation has been done...
Then... The state, law enforcement, prosecution, get larger budgets...

And... The victims... More taxes....
See more
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Fantastico

23 hours ago

Gen Z: Useless, colorless, humorless automatons who can't distinguish the difference between a cell
phone and reality.

Reply = o915 « Share

JT
14 hours ago
Trained from birth. The smartphone dispenses just enough dopamine

Reply = 53 - Share

HomerJSimpson
22 hours ago
Scary, but they won't get me. Alexa, turn off lights..

D'ho!
Reply = 514 - Share

OhG

11 hours ago

Just like the "lock down protocol” this model of constant surveillance and the soon to come "Social Credit
Score" is travelling via communist China.

Chinese citizens have traded all liberty for govt enforced "safety." They will tell you there is no escape.

The constant monitoring and tracking rea...
See more
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FJB

12 hours ago

Glad my time on Earth will end before the second half of this century begins. Not looking too rosy. But
these sheeple will get what they asked for. Government is all too willing to oblige.
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1 day ago

Cato Institute? Get real...
Reply = 57 - Share
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Kevin Barry
14 hours ago
these kids are crazy & were raised that way!



Benjamin Franklin once said:

"Those who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a little temporary Safety, deserve

neither Liberty nor Safety."
Reply = @94 - Share

Rocky Moore

13 hours ago

This is frightening.
Reply - @54 - Share

Paul Radlock
1 day ago
They can put a camera in my home.I will put it looking up from under my toilet bowl.
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PSR

1 day ago

Indoctrination of the youth into being Braindead Trolls is the goal of the Leftist Woke Cultists. Hey the
Academics doing this are themselves Indoctrinated.

Reply = @56 - Share

Logicofpoetry

16 hours ago

And yet it was the Bush admin who conducted warrantless electronic surveillance of Americans'
communications after 9-11. Obama later expanded and made easier the rules for surveillance and sharing
information.

Wake up! This is not a left issue or a right issue. This is a govt. issue where the Ameri...

See more
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Dan S.

6 hours ago

>>> American commitments to the sanctity of property, privacy and the right to keep and bear arms are
not traditions familiar to other parts of the world.

Well, not AS familiar. But if they are worth keeping (and I think they are), we will be able to convince
newcomers of their worth. If we are not,...
See more
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Steve Thomas
17 hours ago
I'm as far centrists as can be, but a realist needs to embrace surveillance, it is or will be ubiquitous.

1 just want to cut out “government”, aka the capricious rule of humankind, out of the loop.

An open sourced Al with immutable “laws” that are enforced indiscriminately, while providing better
pri...
See more
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RickyTickySavvy
11 hours ago

...the dumbing down of America is nearly complete.

Reply = 95 - Share

PRN

10 hours ago

It's pretty simple -- cell phones and social media have turned young people into soulless narcissists. They
WANT every aspect of their lives to be seen and heard.

Reply - @51 - Share

Done

13 hours ago



If govt put a camera in my home, I would have to walk around naked and sing all day. I bet they would
turn it off then
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TA
12 hours ago

War is peace. Freedom is slavery. Ignorance is strength.
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